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The Situation in China and the 
Remedy. 

Whether another great uprising against foreigners 
takes place or not in China, there is no question that 
the situation is critical. The boycott against Ameri- 
can merchants and goods has subsided in places, but 
elsewhere it still continues, and the dislike for Ameri- 
cans is reported to be stronger than for foreigners of 
other nationalities. The ferment is widespread, and 
attacks upon foreigners seem liable to occur at any 
moment. A family of English and some French 
missionaries at Nanchang in the province of Kiangsi 
have just been massacred, and the American Methodist 
missionaries at that place have been compelled to 
flee in a boat down the river for their lives. Gun- 
boats and warships are being hurried to the scene, 
and special precautions are being taken for the safety 
of the legations at Pekin. 

The trouble at Nanchang is reported to be due to 
local causes, but common hatred of foreigners is con- 
sidered to be at the root of the disturbance in general. 
This being the case, there is grave reason to fear that 
outbreaks may occur in many places, and that we may 
be compelled to witness a repetition of the horrors 
of the Boxer uprising. The Chinese government is 
reported at Washington to have offered full reparation 
for the British and French subjects massacred at Nan- 



chang, and directed the officials of the city to punish 
the offenders. That may have a local quieting effect, 
but it is doubtful if it does much to check the anti- 
foreign movement in general. The general govern- 
ment at Pekin and the viceroys of the provinces, 
remembering the fearful punishment meted out by 
the foreign forces at the time of the Boxer trouble, 
will doubtless put forth their utmost efforts to pre- 
vent the people from committing again the outrages 
of that time. But even this may fail to hold in 
check the excited masses, whose hatred of foreigners 
has been deepening for many years, as a result of 
the foreign injustices to which the empire at home 
and its people abroad have been subjected. 

It has been painful to notice that in the discussions 
in this country of the new critical situation in China 
scarcely a word has been said as to the real root of 
the difficulty, and still less as to the manner in which 
such situations may be effectually prevented in the 
future. Better treatment of the Chinese who are 
here and a more humane interpretation and applica- 
tion of the exclusion law have been urged, the people 
and press generally supporting the President in his 
recommendations. That is good as far as it goes, 
but it goes only a very little way. 

Does anybody suppose that the now deep-rooted 
dislike of Americans and American trade in China 
can be radically changed so long as the entire work- 
ing class of their four hundred millions are by statute 
excluded from our shores as unworthy to live and 
and to labor among us ? Right action by our govern- 
ment here would remedy the trouble in a very short 
time, and nothing else will ever do it. Congress has 
been utterly silent about the matter, while our citizens 
across the Pacific have been brought again into peril 
of their lives. There has been loud talk of more 
warships and a bigger army in the Philippines for an 
" emergency," but that is all ; the real question has 
not been hinted at. Is there not a man in the national 
halls of legislation who has vision enough to see the 
root of the matter, and courage enough to make the 
attempt to rouse the stupefied conscience of the na- 
tion ? If justice — elemental justice — were done to 
the Chinese as a people by us, we should have no 
greater friends and admirers than in the Celestial 
empire, and it is quite probable that under such con- 
ditions our citizens out there, both missionaries and 
others, would not be compelled to suffer with Euro- 
peans, in the political crimes of whose governments 
against China we have happily not been sharers. 



